
 1 

 

 

Michigan State University and partners will be hosting the Ag for Tomorrow Conference 
in the Heirman Center of Bay College in Escanaba. Last year was the first year back after 
the Covid shutdowns.  Also last year we still had many Covid restrictions to follow. That 
will not be the case this year. This year the conference will be held on Wednesday, 
March 8.  
 

The format will be very similar to the most recent conferences including a room for 
exhibitors, a keynote address in the exhibitor room, four tracks of classes and lunch in 
the cafeteria. The keynote speaker, Elise Bur, Director of the NMU Center for Rural 
Health, will share results of a Food Hub Feasibility Study conducted by the Center over 
the last year in partnership with the UP Food Exchange, MSU Upper Peninsula Research 
and Extension Center, Feeding America West Michigan, Central Upper Peninsula 
Planning and Development (CUPPAD) Regional Commission, and New Venture Advisors 
with financial support from MI Health Endowment Fund. The study involved interviews 
with 30 UP farmers, food businesses and stakeholders and a survey of 75 UP farmers, 
food businesses and food buyers to gauge needs and interest related to local food 
aggregation, processing and distribution. 

The four tracks are not fully set but will include: 
 

Farm Homestead Track Presentations 
• Bees (native pollinators) 
• apple pruning 
• root cellar 
• poultry (broilers) 
 

Diversified Farms Track 
• No-till tarping, Full Plate or Ski Country Farm 
• Food Hub Feasibility Study 
• No-till tarping 
• Seed to Kitchen 
 

Crop Production Track 
• Vermeer Equipment 
• Fuel Savings 
• Using financial records and partial budgeting to make decisions 
• Soil Health - Michelle Sweeten 
 

Livestock Production Track 
• Pig carcass – learning how carcasses are fabricated into chops and roasts 
• Beef carcass – fabrication into steaks and roasts 
• Hog production 
• Summer Annual Trial/ diverse cover - Jeremy Sweeten  
 

Last year we were blessed with donated vegetables and milk from Upper Peninsula 
farmers for the meal. This year we expect those donations to include donated meat as 
well. 

U.P. Ag Connections Newsletter 
January 2023                       Agricultural News from MSU Extension and AgBioResearch                                   Volume 27 Issue 1 

Page 2 

 Dry Bean Grower 
Update 

Page 3 

 Advantages to 
wrapping hay 

 MI Manure Mgmt 
Summit 

Page 4 

 Smart Gardening with 
Vegetables 

Page 5 

 Feedlot Educational 
Series 

 Farm Bill Program 

Page 6 

 Advertisers 

Page 7 

 Advertisers 

 Classifieds 

 Market Report 

Page 8 

 Conservation grants 
for Eastern UP 

 

In this issue: 



 2 

 

 

 

 



 3 

 

 
Economic advantages to wrapping dry hay 

By Michelle Sweeten, MSUE 

Will the labor expense needed to get two or three layers of plastic around a bale of dry hay pay off? 
 

Farmers are discussing wrapping large bale dry hay to be stored outside with a couple layers of plastic to protect it from 
the weather – and some of them are doing it. The increasing cost of hay production and resulting value of quality hay may 
provide a good reason for spending extra time and money to reduce storage loss. Wrapping dry hay allows farmers to 
protect feed from the weather without building more structures. 

If the hay is in string-tied bales and to be stored outside, then a couple turns of plastic may be an economic advantage, as 
long as the gain due to reduced storage losses outweighs the loss in increased expense. If they are net-wrapped bales, and 
you know they will be stored outside, then putting extra net wrap on while baling may be as effective, economically 
speaking. Dry round bales wrapped with an in-line wrapper with plastic wraps of 6 to 8 inches overlap can still result in a 
layer of decomposed hay on the outside of the bale. 

The basic idea is to keep rain and melting snow from entering the bale and ground moisture from wicking up through the 
bottom. But is two layers really enough? Some farmers believe that more layers, up to six, are well worth the extra cost. A 
thicker barrier is more dependable than a thin one, but more costly. If new to this approach, it may be wise to experiment 
with different wrapping thickness on your own farm. Starting out with more wrap, and leaving a few bales with less for 
comparison, will help you decide for yourself. 

Another alternative is using round bale “sleeves.” These plastic covers are open on both ends of the bale and are meant to 
protect from precipitation above and wicking from below. If handled carefully, they can be reused for two years. 

For a comparison of large round bale storage, review University of Wisconsin Team Forage member Craig Saxe’s article, 
“Big Bale Storage Losses: How different options stack up.” 

For more information, contact Michelle Sweeten, forage and livestock educator with Michigan State University Extension, 
at 765-346-8183. 

 

2023 Michigan Manure Management Summit 

January 31, 2023 10:00AM - 4:00PM 

Registration Deadline: January 23, 2023 - 11:59PM 

AgroLiquid Conference Center, 3055 M-21, St Johns, MI 48879 

 
Contact: M. Charles Gould 

The Michigan Manure Management Summit, hosted by Michigan State University 
Extension and Michigan Farm Bureau, is an annual educational event that provides 
updates on the science and best practices of manure management. Topics that will 
be covered include safety around manure, emergency manure spill response, 
manure application technology, management of odor, media, and employees, and a 
panel of Level 1 certified farms and firms. 

The program is specifically designed for anyone who hauls and applies manure. The 
Summit also provides required CECs for individuals who have been certified in any 
level by the Michigan Manure Hauler Certification Program. 

The group registration rate is $25/person for groups of three or more. Single 
registrations are $50.00 per person. To register for the Summit, click on the link 
below.  

Event Summary for Michigan Manure Management Summit | ANR Events Management System (msu.edu)  

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/big-bale-storage-losses-how-different-options-stack-up/
mailto:sweeten1@msu.edu?subject=MSUE%20News%20-%20Wrapping%20dry%20hay
https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/people/merrill_gould
https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=BCAD0BD992B24AC59C79B4932360A3AF1BF4471AB5A385E4FFC142AFD9C2AACE
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2023 MSU Feedlot Educational Series 
By Jerad Jaborek, MSUE 
 
The 2023 MSU Feedlot Educational Series is set to continue at Beagio’s in Kingston again this year. These events will take 
place on the second Wednesday of the month from January through March. The program will allow participants to attend 
in person or virtually via Zoom.  
 

Dates and topics: 
 

January 11, 2023 - Effects of Tar Spot and plant health on the implications of feed quality, sponsored by Pioneer Hi-Bred 

February 8, 2023 - Cost effective technologies to promote the growth of feedlot cattle, sponsored by Elanco 

March 8, 2023 - Carcass composition and evaluation of feedlot cattle, sponsored by Zoetis 
 

Participants can register for any or all of the presentations in the feedlot educational series at: https://
events.anr.msu.edu/feedlot23/.  If you have any questions, please contact Jerad Jaborek at 715-451-2035 or 
jaborekj@msu.edu. 

 

 

 

 

2023 Farm Bill Program & Crop Insurance Decisions – What fits your farm? 

Jonathan LaPorte and Stan Moore, Michigan State University Extension  
 

Will it be Price Loss Coverage (PLC) or Agricultural Loss Coverage (ARC) for your farm? 

For the upcoming 2023 production year, producers once again have the opportunity to select which Farm Bill program will 
work best for their farms. Will it be Price Loss Coverage (PLC) or Agricultural Loss Coverage (ARC) for your farm? 
 

Answering that question is a bit more complex when considering the importance of crop insurance options that tie into 
farm bill programs. The Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) and the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) are key factors in 
determining which program may be best. These county-based revenue insurance additions would be on top of what 
producers have selected for individual coverage on their farms up to 86% for SCO and from 86% up to 95% with ECO. 
 

On January 17, 2023 at 11:00 a.m. and again on February 21, 2023 at 6:30 p.m., experts from Michigan State University 
Extension and Eagle Valley Ag Risk Advisors, LLC will provide you with the best information to help you evaluate your risk 
and make your Farm Bill decisions. 
 

At these meetings producers will: 

• Hear highlights from the 2023 decisions and how those decisions played out across the state 

• Learn the latest in policy and impacts of programs 

• Learn about current and new crop insurance options available to you 

• Work through case examples using the MSU Extension Farm Bill Calculator to help make better decisions on ARC 
versus PLC as each crop and FSA farm number may result in a different choice 

• Discuss specific program details with experts 

Featured Experts: 

• Molly Sears, Assistant Professor, Michigan State University Department of Agricultural, Food, and Resource Economics 

• Roger Betz, Michigan State University Extension Senior Educator 

• Jon LaPorte, Michigan State University Extension Educator 

• Elliot Alfredson, Eagle Valley Ag Risk Advisors, LLC 
 

Participation in these meetings is free, but producers are asked to register at https://events.anr.msu.edu/farmbill23/. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/people/jerad-jaborek
https://events.anr.msu.edu/feedlot23/
https://events.anr.msu.edu/feedlot23/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/people/jerad-jaborek?profileDisplayContent=contactInfo
https://www.canr.msu.edu/people/jonathan_laporte
https://www.canr.msu.edu/people/stanley_moore
https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach
http://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/
http://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/
https://events.anr.msu.edu/farmbill23/
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Ray’s Feed Mill 
 

Ration & Crop           

Consultants 

Feed  Seed  Fertilizer 

 

(800) 832-1822 or (906) 466-2231 

Bark River & Norway 

At the heart of growing America 
100 years of Ag Experience 

Loans, ag taxes, farm records, consulting 
 

1801 N. Lincoln Road, Suite A, Escanaba, MI 
(906) 786-4487  Fax:  (906) 786-3450 

Johnson Brothers Livestock 
3740 18th Rd. Escanaba, MI 

 

Buying or Hauling Cattle 

St. Louis—Mondays, Gaylord—Wednesdays 

 

Call Gary Johnson  

Office (906) 786-4878 Gary Cell (906) 235-0099 

Steve Cell (906) 399-2858 

Rosebush Sale Barn, Inc. 
 

Sale 1st Wednesday of each month 
Baby heifer & bull calves sell every Tuesday at noon 

Over 40 years experience in Dairy Business 

If you’re thinking about selling your herd, or a portion of it, 
call us!  We can help!   

Hay & Straw available 
Robert Filhart (989) 330-6005  

www.rosebushsalebarn.com  

Weston, WI 
(715) 573-4924   

www.srangus.com   
 

Service age bulls, open females and show prospects 
for sale private treaty.  Bulls are fertility tested 

and bred for calving ease and performance.   

 

 

 

Registered Maine Anjou and Angus 

CLAY KNOLL FARMS 

Open & Bred Heifers and Breeding Age 

Bulls Available 

 

Breeding cattle to impact the  

present and influence the future.  

                               Breeding Stock—Bulls 

Show Prospects–Steers 

Duane & Lisa Simpkins & Sons 

Duane Cell 989-329-6141 

Lisa Cell  989-578-0328 

Gary & Jan Simpkins 

Home 989-426-8185 

Cell 989-329-4668 

Gladwin, MI 

President: Scott Nance 

Secretary: Terrie Slack 
 

(906) 420-5035  
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St. Louis Sale every Monday 
Collection point in Escanaba 

Call for more information (989) 681-2191 

SMC 

Stephenson Marketing Cooperative 
We want to be your first choice! 

Agricultural Services & Supplies 
 

Stephenson, MI Powers, MI 
                     (800) 445-6167              (800) 962-3008 

Aurora, WI 
(800) 962-3007 

Classifieds 
 

FOR SALE: Mixed Grass Hay in Escanaba, 4x5 bales.  Call Bill 
Johnson 906-630-4945 or 906-786-4878. 

FOR SALE: Hay, mixed round bales, 700# stored inside.  Also small 
square bales of straw.  Call Jim (906)280-1649 or 466-2672. 

FOR SALE:  small square bales of straw and 2nd & 3rd crop hay 
bales.  Call Marenger Potato Farm (906)384-6587. 

FOR SALE: 1st crop alfalfa baleage.  Call Jim Dalgord at (906) 644-
2107. 

FOR SALE:  Mixed Hay round bales, 700#, $20.  Call Alan or Karen 
Raynard @ (906) 647-6697, Pickford.  

FOR SALE:  Black Wagyu Bulls, forage fed. For more information 
contact Paul Naasz, MSU UPREC, Chatham  (906)439-5114 Ext. 2.  

FOR SALE:  Hay, 5x6 round bales legume grass hay, stored inside.  
Call Jon and Donna Ahlberg, Iron River (906)265-9333. 

Looking for animals to custom graze on 120 acres.  Henry Miller 
2351 W 6 Mile Rd, Sault Ste Marie, 49783 

FOR SALE:  High moisture corn, approximately 5,000 bushels in 
harvester already rolled.  $8/per 100; $160/ton.  (906)424-0225. 

FOR SALE:  Simmental Bulls, mature and young, registered and 
non-registered.  Call Duane Kolpack (906) 362-6862. 

Market Report 
Choice Steers   $140-$160 per 100 lbs.  
Holstein Steers   $134-$147 per 100 lbs.  
Hogs    $55-$60 per 100 lbs.  
Lambs    $120-$180 per 100 lbs.  
Cull cows   $70-$85 per 100 lbs.  
Calves    $90-$120 per 100 lbs.  
Goats    $250-$350 per 100 lbs.  
Breeding and Feeder Animals  
Grade Holstein cows top   $2000/head  
Grade Holstein bred heifers top $2100/head 

Feed Prices across the U.P.     
          Avg. $/cwt    Avg. $/ton    Price Range 
Corn  $17.92      $358.40    $265-560 
Soymeal  $29.68      $593.50    $500-690 
Oats  $17.69      $353.75    $319-416 
Barley  $13.81      $276.25    $200-386 
Average price/100 wt. for 1 ton lots 

Skinners 
 

Pickford, MI 
(906) 647-5655 or  

(877) 647-2500 

Kubota, AGCO, Massey-Ferguson, New Idea, Hesston, 
Gehl, Bush Hog, H&S, and Kverneland 

Marlette Livestock Auction  
Monthly Dairy & Feeder Cattle Auctions  

 

Featuring Dairy Cattle, Cow/Calf Pairs & Bred Brood Cows, 
Breeder Bulls, & Feeder Steers & Heifers 

Hay & Straw Auction - Every Monday @ 12:00 PM 
1000+ Small Squares & 150+ Rounds/Large Squares Weekly 

Livestock Auction - Every Monday @ 1:00 PM 
Including Calves, Sheep & Goats, Feeders, Hogs, Bulls, Beef, & 

Butcher Cows 
6381 Euclid St., Marlette, MI 48453 

Robert Filhart, Owner (989)330-6005 
Haley Filhart, Owner (989)430-2055 
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 Michigan State University 
Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center 
P.O. Box 168, E3774 University Drive 
Chatham, MI 49816 

Serving the Upper Peninsula Agricultural Industry 

Michigan State University Extension is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.  Michigan State University programs and 
materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disabil-

ity, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status, or veteran status.   

U.P. Ag Connections appreciates the support of this newsletter by our advertisers, however in no way does this imply endorsement  
of any specific products or services. 

If you do not wish to receive this publication, please contact Michelle at colema98@msu.edu or (906) 439-5114 
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https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/mawn-nw.html
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/mawn-sw.html
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=wmt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=weo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ver
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=tpd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=swm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=stv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=stn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=spo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=spn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=shv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=sdk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=scd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=sbe
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rvl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rom
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rfw
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ncm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pky
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pig
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pcc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ost
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=obl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=old
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=nwm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=nth
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ner
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=msu
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mou
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mml
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mgr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=men
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mea
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mct
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mcb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=lpr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=lin
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=les
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ldt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=law
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kzo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kwd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=knd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kct
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kbs
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kal
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ith
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hvl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=htc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hrt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hfd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hdn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=haw
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=has
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=grt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=grj
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=gay
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=frm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=frl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=flt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=fgv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=fev
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=esc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=epr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ent
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=emt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=elk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=eld
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=elb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=dow
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=drf
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cth
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cnt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cmc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=clt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=clr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cnk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cld
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cer
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cas
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=brs
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bnz
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bna
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bel
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bbc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=arl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=alg
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=alb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=aet
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=acp

